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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, HONOLULU
BUILDING 230
FT SHAFTER, HAWAIl 96858-5440

REFLY TO May 16, 1990
ATTENTION OF

Planning Division

Mr. Benjamin B. Lee

Chief Planning Officer
Department of General Planning
City and County of Honolulu
650 South Ring Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Mr. Lee:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the
Alternatives Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) for the Honolulu Rapid Transit
Development Project, Honolulu, Hawaii. The comments
of Operations Branch (now Operations Division)
concerning Department of the Army permits (letters
dated May 26, 1989 and July 19, 1989) have been
incorporated into the DEIS. Our only additional
comment is that the discussion of flood zones on page
3-39 of the DEIS is correct.

Sincerely,

C %

Kisuk Cheung
Director of Engineering

~ oy v
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%\ U.S. Department of Houning and Urban Developmaent
1 Honoluly Otffice, Region IX

1 300 Ala Moana Blvd.,, Aoom 3318, Box 50007

U] Honolulu, Hawad 96850-4891

20-180
May 23, 1990

Mr. Benjamin B. Lee, Chief Planning Officer .

Department of General Planning < L .
City and County of Honolulu T =
650 South King Street B ’
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Mr. Lee: -

SUBJECT: Alternative Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement T6r
the Honolulu Rapid Transit Development Project, o
Honolulu, Hawaii

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed action
that will provide a fixed guideway system from Waiawa through downtown
Honolulu and beyond to the University of Hawaii at Manca. Our comments
follow:

1. We believe that the subway alignment under Hotel Street through
downtown would be superior to above grade alignments in terms
of noise and visual impacts, particularly in the Chinatown
area.

2. The need to extend the system into Waikiki is questioned in
view of the visual intrusion of the guideway system above
grade, the cost-effectiveness in providing an increased level
of service to the area; and the additional front-end cost and
inconvenience caused by construction.

3. After decisions have been made on the selection of the system
and alignment, further in-depth studies should be made of
historic properties and park areas to minimize the system's
impact on these resources,

4. None of the alternative alignments have any serious adverse
jmpacts on HUD-assisted projects or programs.

We would appreciate receiving a copy of the Final EIS. If you
have any questions, you may call Frank Johnson at (808) 541-1327.

Very sincerely yours,

Caivin Lew

Director

Community Planning and
Development Division

cc:
A. Sappal
bEE'James
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GEQLOGICAL SURVEY PE——
WATER RESOURCES DIVISION _—
h77 Ala Moana Boulevard, Suite 415
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
May 21, 1990 .
Ar. Benjamin B. Lee
Chief Planning Officer .
Department of General Planning ’ .
City and County of Honolulu : ..
650 South King St., 8th Floor ' o
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 —_

Dear Mr. Lee:

The Hawaii District, Water Resources Division, U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)
has reviewed the Alternatives Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement
for the Honolulu Rapid Transit Development Project and offer the following

comments:

Section 5.13.4.2 Groundwater- The dewatering of a large excavation such
as would be needed for the proposed subsurface alignment present problens
that should be adequately addressed. Problems associated with the recent
large scale dewatering in Waikiki is a case in point. If in

the dewatering process, significant amounts of sand and silt are removed
with the water, the potencial for differential settlement within or
adjacent teo the dewatered area may be increased. We would suggest that
prior te the actual construction, dewatering pump tests be conducted to
estimate aquifer characteristics which can be used to estimate the area
of influence of a dewatering sump, given various rates of pumping. While
conducting the pumping tests, an estimate of suspended material in the
water may be made while pumping at varied rates.

We support the concept of recharging the ground water outside the
excavation site as stated on page 5-96, and believe that this method may

minimize the effects of dewatering.

Section 5.13.4.1 Water Qualicty- In addition to sediment entrained in the
water pumped from the excavation there may be other contaminants
encountered. If this is the case, the contaminants should be removed
prior to discharging the water from the excavation if they are judged to
have a signficiant impact on the receiving water bodies.

We believe that some discussion on the monitoring needs to gage the short
and long term impacts of the proposed construction on the environment

needs to be included in the EIS.



Thank you for the opportunity to review this document.

Sincerely,

///, Y 4_/
William Meyer

District Chief

cc: Mr. Amar Sappal, Project Manager,
Dept. of Transportation Services, RTDD
City and County of Honolulu
6§50 South King Street, 3rd Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
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. . PRIDEN m—
United States Department of the Interior AR
b ]
L 1
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY _- — |
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 -
L7619 (WR-RP)
ER~90/257
MAY 29 1390
O <L
Ms. Brigid Hynes-Cherin e = -
Director, Region IX o «“ Li
Urban Mass Transportation Administration 2R w e
211 Main Street, Room 1160 - Py

San Francisco, California 94105

Dear Ms. Hynes-Cherin:

This is in response to the request for the Department of the
Interior's comments on the Draft Environmental and Section 4(f)
Statement for Honolulu Rapid Transit Development Project,
Honolulu County, Hawaii.

SECTION 4(f) COMMENTS

We concur that there are no feasible and prudent alternatives to
the use of various identified 4(f) properties in the design and
construction of the Honolulu Rapid Transit Development Project.
We also concur with all planned measures to minimize harm.

ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT COMMENTS

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement does not fully identify
nmitigating measures to reduce secondary impacts to coastal water
quality from increased run-off from transit parking and
maintenance facilities.

Page 5-56, 5.8.1 Water Quality - Maintenance facilities and
large parking lots will have oil/water separators. This will
give protection to coastal waters.

Page 5-57, 5.8.2 Groundwater - There is not adequate discussion
of the monitoring and maintenance programs for underground
storage tanks. We recommend coordination on monitoring and
maintenance program with Environmental Protection Agency.

Page 5-62, 5.8.5 Dredge and Fill - We recommend consideration
of an alternative with no cofferdam across Nuuanu Stream.



SUMMARY COMMENTS

The Department of the Interior has no objection to Section 4(f)
approval of this proposal.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments.

Sincerely,

=ﬁ'nathan P. Deason
Director
ffice of Environmental Affairs

——
-

cc:
Mr. Amar Sappal

Project Manager

Rapid Transit Development Division
Department of Transportation Services
650 South King Street, 3rd Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Mr. Donald J. Emerson, UGM-22

Urban Mass Transportation Administration
U.S8. Department of Transportation

400 7th Street, S.W., Room 9301
Washington, D.C. 20590
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

COMMANDER

NAVAL BASE PEARL HARBOR
80Qx 110
PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII 96860~-5020 IN REPLY REFEA TO:
11010
Ser 00F{2022B)/1171
26 ;APR 199Q - )
AR S
N L.
=
Mr. Joseph Magaldi, Jr. T S
Department of Transportation Services o -
City and County of Honolulu . T

650 South King Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Mr. Magaldi:
HONOLULU RAPID TRANSIT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

As requested by your letter of March 23, 1990, we have reviewed the final
draft of the Alternatives Analysis and Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(AA/DEIS) for the Honolulu Rapid Transit Development Project and the
accompanying Plan and Profile Drawings, March 1990. The Navy requests that
the proposed guideway alignment adjacent to our Pearl City Junction property,
as shown on sheets 3 and 4 of the Plan and Profile Drawings, provide enough
clearance so as not to impact upon the Navy's property.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the AA/DEIS. Should you have further
questions, the Navy's point of contact is Mr. Bill Liu, telephone 471-3324.

Sincerely,

w.K. LIU

Assistant Base Civil Engineer
3y direction of

*he Cnmmander
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US.Departiment

of Transportanon AIRPORTS DISTRICT CFFICE
Federal Aviation BOX 50244

Administration HONOLULY, HI 96850-0001

Telephone: (808) 541-1243
May 29, 1990

AN
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Mr. Benjamin B, Lee

Chief Planning Officer
Department of General Planning
City and County of Honolulu :
650 South King Street, 8th Fioor o
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

6202 Jg e

Dear Mr. Lee:

We have reviewed the Draft EIS for the Honolulu Rapid Transit Development
Project transmitted by Joseph Magaldi's March 23, 1990, Tletter. Since the
airport spur line was deleted from the considered alternatives, we have no
comments on this DEIS.

We do note that, prior to construction of the proposed system, a Notice
of Proposed Construction, FAA Form 7460-1 must be filed for our review
and coordination.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this DEIS.

Sincerely,

L

David J. Welhouse
Airport Engineer/Planner

Henry A. Sumida
Airports District Qffice Manager

cc:
Amar Sappal



U.S. DEPARTHENT OF TRANSPORTATION
PEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
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ARITONA
CALIFOfNA

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION v
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION W"ﬁc
AEGION NINE Tl

211 Main Sireet. Roam 1100
San Francisco, California 94105 |

June 4, 1980

IN AEPLY MEFEN TO

HPP~09

Mr. Amar Sappal, Project Manager . -
Rapid Transit Development Divisien
Department of Transportation Services
City and County of Honolulu

650 South King Street, Third Floor -

Honolulu, Hawaii 96812 e

Dear Mr. Sappal: -

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has reviewed the City and
County of Honolulu draft environmental impact statement (draft EIS) -
for the Honolulu Rapid Transit Development Project in Honolulu,
Hawaii. The following comments are provided.

1. General. Detailed comments on the proposed project's impact
on existing and planned improvements on the Federal-aid
highway/street infrastructure are not possible since the
Transportation Impacts Results Report listed in the =
bibliography was not provided with the draft EIS. We
recommend that appropriate technical appendices be provided

to interested agencies with the final EIS. . B

2. Any operational improvements or right-of-way encroachments/ 2
modifications within the access control limits of Interstate _
H-1 will need to be coordinated with the Hawaii Department of g
Transportation (Hawail DOT) and submitted through Hawaii DOT ¢t
to FHWA for review and approval. Page S-43 of the draft EIS
should be revised to reflect this required FHWA approval. sy
3. "Fixed guideway system" should be defined. The horizental and o

vertical alignments depicted in Appendix B appear to limit the
guideway options to light rail transit or a similar type of

systemn. -
4. The airport should be directly serviced by the proposed
transit project. It appears that an alignment design —

providing direct access to the airport terminal would be
possible. Air clearances for the transit vehicles and the
various structures would need to be reviewed.

5. A six percent grade may be difficult for steel wheel/steel
rail operation. The vertical alignment should be revxgwed to .
minimize the "roller coaster" effect. The 200-foot radius for =

a

::
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the horizontal curves at Ward Street would provide less than
a 25 mile-per—hour operation.

The design transit vehicle and the length of train are the
controlling factors for horizental and vertical alignments and
clearances and for station design. An early determination of
the vehicle design criteria is necessary to permit decisions
regarding alignment and station design to proceed.

Section $.3.2 (page S-8). The proposed Makal Viaduct (Nimitz

Highway) has not been developed beyond the TSM improvements
recommended in the Makai Boulevard Concept final EIS dated
February 14, 1986. Since that final EIS had not discussed an
alternative which includes an exclusive, 24-hour HOV facility,
a final EIS reevaluation, and possibly a supplemental EIS,
would be required if Federal-aid Highway Frogram funds are

utilized to design and/or construct the HOV viaduct.

Section S8.4.2.3 Fixed Guideway Alternatives, Land Use and
Economic Development (page S$-30). Pelicy decislions on the
value capture options should be established prior to the
completion of the final EIS. These options have significant
effects on project financing alternatives. They may alseo
cause extensive social, economic, and environmental impacts
and traffic circulation impacts in the vicinity of certain
transit stations where value capture is implemented.

Table 1.1, Hawaii DOT 24-Hour screenline Traffic Veolumes (page
1-3). The Moanalua and Kalauao screanlines (Page 1-6, Figure
1.5) should be added to this table to show traffic growth
between the leeward terminus at the Navy Drum Storage Area and
the Primary Urban Center. The latest Hawaii DOT Traffic
Summary should also be incorporated in the final EIS

Page 2-5. See comment 7 above regarding the HOV facility
petween Keehi Interchange to Pacific Street (Makai viaduct).
We recommend the use of a design year of 2010 for any highway
improvements that are discussed in the final EIS.

Takleé 2.3 (pages 2-12 through 2-13). It is assumed that the
p acts Results Repo identifies the traffic

impacts on local streets in the vicinity of tpe various

proposed Park & Ride Lots and Fixed Guideway Station Sites.

Section 2.0 Alternatives Considered. Where Federalfaid
Highway System Routes are affected by the propesed Fixea
Guideway System, we recommend that roadway cross—gsections
showing the Guideway in relation to the existing and/or
~ecenstructed highway facilities be provided in the final EIS.
The details of the proposed jcint use of highway right-of-way
and transit facilities should be shown by these cross-

sections.
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14.

15,

1ls.

Section I - Waiawa to Aloha Stadium (page 2-33). Proposed
modirfications to Kamehameha Highway include the restriping of
traffic lanes %o ll-faet, Kamehameha Highway (Federal-aig
Primary Route 99) is on the National Network (See 23 CFR Part
658) .. The designated route must consist of lanes designed
with a width of 12 feet or more, or is otherwise consistent
with highway safety.

Section II - Aloha Stadium to Keehi Interchange (pages 2-35
through 2-39). The draft EIS for Proposed Developments at
Naval Base Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Hawail, dated April 1990
indicates significant modifications of Kamehameha Highway and
Salt Lake Boulevard in thne vicinity of the Aloha Stadium and
the entrance to the Arizona Memorial (Memorial Place)., Grade
separated interchanges are proposed to accommedate increased
traffic generated by the Ford Island causeway. The final EIS
for the Honolulu Rapid Transit Development Project should be
coordinatad with the final EIS for the Proposed Developments
at Naval Base Pearl Harbor.

Section 5.1.4 Impacts on Services and Tax Base (pages 5-21 and
5-23) and Section 6.1.3 Additional Revenus Sources (pages 6-
8 and 6-10). See comment 8 above regarding the value capture
options.

Biblicgraphy. The EIS should indicate where the varlous
technical report documents are available for public review.

We appreciate this opportunity to review the subject draft EIS.
Please send two copies of both the final EIS and the Transportatlon
Impacts Results Report to this office when they become available.

(Pl

ohn A. Bates
Acting Director, Office of
planning and Program Development

i
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Subyect:

From:

To:

E'T S 161.},3:,: !

A Memorandum

U.S.Department of
Transportation

Office of the Secretary
ot Transporiation

Alternatives Analysis and Draft

Environmental Statement oaie:  MAY 2 4 Jogg
Honolulu Rapid Transit Development Project
Honolulu, Hawaii

Aeply 10

Alin. of:

w?
Eugene L. Lehr o{,’,ow&( A /\":947.
Chief, Environmentq#xDivision

Mr. Amar Sappal, Project Manager
Rapid Transit Development Division

We appreciate the opportunity to review the Alternatives

Analysis and Draft Fnvironmental Impact Statement for this

project. We have no comments.
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£ UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
¢ REGION IX
L é‘f 215 Fremont Street

¢ ppt
San Francisco, CA 94105

Louis F. Mraz, Jr.

Western Area Director

Urban Mass Transportation Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Office Building

1861 Stout Street, Room 520

Denver, CO 80294

Dear Mr. Mraz,

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) titled Honolulu Rapid
Transit Development Project pursuant to the National Environmen-

tal Policy Act (NEPA) and section 309 of the Clean Air Act. Our
detailed comments are enclosed.

The DEIS analyzes 11 mass transit alternatives (including
"no-build") in terms of their transportation and environmental
impacts on the City and County of Honolulu. The study corridor
covers the coastal area located between Pearl City and Hawaii
Kai. The alternatives include transportation system management
(w1th expanded bus service) and several fixed-guideway alignments
ranging from six to 18 miles in length.

The document provides a good analysis of the majority of
potential impact categorles. EPA encourages the development of a

fixed guideway alternative in view of potential air guality
benefits to the region.

- We have rated this document LO-1 (Lack of Objection, Suffi-
cient Analysis--see attached explanation of ratings). Thank you
for the orportunity to review this DEIS. Please send three
copies of zhe Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) to this

r..) 2)‘]



office when it is filed with our Washington, D.C. headquarters.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at (415)-556-5113 or have

your staff contact Lisa Micheli at (415)-556-6374 if you have any
questions.

Sincergl4,

e /Y] &%%ﬂ

Deanna M. Wieman, Director
Office of External Affairs

Attachment (4 pages)

cc: Mayor, City and County of Honolulu
City and County of Honolulu, DTS
Parsons Brinkerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc.
Marvin T. Miura, Ph.D., Office of Environmental Quality
Control
Stanley T. Arakaki, ACE, Honolulu
Brian Choy, HDOH
#90-192
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